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To collect SMS messages (including WhatsApp and Facebook messages), we rely on the generosity of the
British public to provide us with their messages to incorporate into the corpus. We are asking the public to
provide us with copies of any messages sent between 2014 and 2018. Messages should be unedited, but you
are welcome to anonymise them. We will carry out our own anonymization procedures, but if you would like
to remove any personal information yourself, please replace it with [anon] before submission.

Note: SMS messages should be written by British native speakers, people who grew up in the UK and use
English as their first language, and unedited.

To submit Facebook messages:

Step 1: Open the Google Chrome web browser.

Step 2: Click the three vertical dots in the task bar > More Tools > Extensions.
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Step 3: Search for Message/Chat Downloader and click “+ ADD TO CHROME”.
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Step 4: Log into Facebook, go to your messages in the full messenger window (by selecting "See all in
Messenger"). Select the conversation you want to download.

Recent Message Requests New group - New Message
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Step 5: Press the new messenger icon (placed there by the extension) in the address bar.
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Step 6: Select the date range you want and click "Start download". When the download is complete, the
page will be updated to only show your selected conversation.

Message/Chat Downloader

Select date range and press 'Start Download'.

| 01/1/2014 - 05/16/201§ | Start Download

All lm 01/01/2014 ] £ 05/16/2018

Today

L4 Jan

Yesterday
Last 7 Days
Last 30 Days
Last 3 Months
Last 6 Months

Last 12 Months
Custom Range

Step 7: Hold down Ctrl + A to select all, then copy the text into a .txt file.

e — X
*|
Date Range: January 1st 2014 - May 17th 2018
Total Messages Downloaded: 519

Have you quys gotyr keys [N

[Tue. Oct 3rd 2017, 2:33 pm
i |

yeah can do,

Step 8: You are welcome to anonymise the data by replacing any names or personal information with
[anon]. We will carry out our own anonymization procedures and automatically remove the timestamp and
user ID, but if you would like to remove personal information yourself, we would recommend sifting through
your messages to ensure you are happy for everything to be included in the corpus.
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Step 9: Visit the “SMS collection” page through the CASS website and upload your .txt file through the
Google form: http://cass.lancs.ac.uk/?page id=2462

Areyou a:*
@ Native speaker of British English

O Native speaker of American English

O other:

Please submit copies of any messages sent by you between
2014 and 2018. You are welcome to include both sent and
received messages, providing you gain the consent from the
other person involved in the chat conversation. However, we
would strongly encourage you to sift through your messages to
anonymise other personal information and ensure you are happy
for everything to be included within the corpus. *

ADD FILE

| give consent for my messages to be included in the Written
BNC2014, and | confirm that I have gained the consent of other
parties involved in the chat conversation. *

| agree.

SUBMIT

Never submit passwords through Google Forms
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